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California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Pete Ohanesian 
8542 Florence Avenue 
Suite C 
Downey, CA 90240 

Dear Mr. Ohanesian: 

May 18, 1988 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. G-88-184 

You have asked for advice concerning various actions of 
Marshall Story during the current campaign for the 63rd 
Assembly District. 

The Commission's Legal Division does provide written advice 
to persons with questions about their duties under the 
Political Reform Act.!! (Section 83114(b).) We do not provide 
advice to third parties about another person's duties unless 
the third party has been authorized to request advice by the 
person whose duties are in question. (Regulation 
18329(b) (8) (B).) Therefore, we cannot provide advice on the 
question you have raised. However, I have referred your letter 
to our Enforcement Division for review. If you have any 
questions, that division can be reached at (916) 322-6441. 

DMG:ld 
cc: Roger Brown 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

!! Government Code Sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise 
indicated. Commission regulations appear at 2 California Code 
of Regulations Section 18000, et seq. All references to 
regulations are to Title 2, Division 6 of the California code 
of Regulations. 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804~0807 • (916) 122,C;AACl 
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! want to Drma to your attentlOn a serIes of events wr!lch have taken 
" ) 

[dace recently jr': connect lOr' WIth trle 63rd .Assembly D1strlct Prlrf! 
e ec t on 

L 1 dat e 
lndlcated he was wlttidraw'ing from the race and would endorse my 
Candlrjacy If would aqree to retIre hIS $17 000 camD31 debt I inforrneo 

Story triat i 11eved such an arrangement \\'35 1 arid coui:::: 
give rise to legal ram i f 1cat ons, /c·t tnat DC: 1nt, our :Y'eet 1 was 
terr:W~3ted 

St 

~ "'/,-i 0 S ; ate r 1 S t rn e t 1 t r) ,A, sse rn [, \t/: }11 e E; r 0 )An-'~ 1 ; 

Sacramento Follcwmg that m Story announcea ril5 l!:t ior to 
endorse f1r. Bob Epp Ie) the Speakers candidate} in tnis race, 

St r: Dress 
:onferences anc; 

~ f r;r ,__ v' 



am not an torney, but! fee unc able Wi H'('umstances 
surroundjng f"larshall Storys endorsement of Mr. Epple 

Drl en f any t. on 

Pete Ohanesian 
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8y MIKE SPRAGUE 
Sieff writ., 

JIf'lIIflf'rnlic r'awlirlnll' )\1;11 '''hnll 
fl, ~lfI' V hSR bowf'd Ollt of lhe f;3rd 
l\""f'IIl';Iy nl!itrict rar'" tllld I'n
dor~f'fl Hoh('rt F:rrl,.. over l'l'lpr 
Oh:llIl'11inn And I1l11nhf'rto Lllj:m, 

~t.nrY·ll annOllnf'PllIent al prel'l!'! 
r'onfN('Jlce Monday hrollght n 
h:urn~~ or chnrgf'!l a~Rinc;' him. 
TWf) or hie; forml'(' f':llIIp:lip,lI 
:1irip<I. hoth mf"mhers of lh" Mf'xi
('an-Amf'rlean Polilirnl Ac;c;rwin
lirlll. clmrgerl Story with !If'lIing 
0111. Olwnpl'Iinn f'hnrg<'fl Uml Sln~ 
I,V'C; PJ1florseml'llt of F.I'JlI,.. WMI n 
flay orr for n f'mnraign rlPlll. 

Hf'fl. Ec;I ..... blm T01T .... 'l. D-Picn 
Hivf'rn, nh;o was prPRPlII. nitll 
~lriry nt Mowlny'll prp,!,! cnff'r
('nrf' allli f'JlIInrsr'd Eprl!'. 

Tlrf' Plldnrsel1lf'lIt.'l "RllflW I h~vf' 
Ihf' sU[lport of the 1'It'oJ)le ill lh" 
r1istrif't," !'laid F.pple. "It's timl' 111 
(1II1. 1'1 !'I ide righlc; that don't have 
anything 10 do with the is!'lllc!i.'' 

"I feel you're a sellollt," Tilla 
V('ll!nrio, rhnitroan o[ the 61nl 
Dilliricl chapi("r of MAPA, tolll 
!-ltnry. 

"You guys Rre hurting the (Jp
mocractlc Party," sairl Vicrntl' 
Perez, coordinator (or tire 6Jrd 
District for MAPA. "If we have to 
lum Republkan, we will." 

Roth Perez Illld D('IRAdo, who 
were paid campaign workprR, lert 
Slory about a week .Bgo, said the 
candidate. 

Delgado claimed that story and 
his campaign manAger, Artesia 
City Councilman Jim Van Hom, 
would receive Jobs [rom Epple If 
he is elerted. 

"I would not take A position 
with Epple aOli It's my under
standing that Jim wlJl not endorse 
or oppose Epple," said Story. 

Story said he had to withdraw 
from the rRce, bt>cause o[ lack of 
funds. "TIle money has run out," 
he explained. "I did not enter the 
race to be a sJX)lIer," 

A3 

Whittier, of the "GAng of Five." 
Story rhllrged the "Gang I){ 

Fiv(''' wilh "V(,fY poor Judge
ment" In their attempted (Jullter 
of Rrnwll. 

"It's important. to elect some
one who rAn truly work within the 
A~!!f'l1Ihly nnd not sell themselves 
to lhe Republicans simply to fur-
ther their own political goals," 
snid SI.ory. . 

nOWl'!v('r, Ilfl"r the prel'\!l rOll-
h~r"n('e in Il prepared smtemellt, 
OhaJle~ian sl'Iid that Story had 
hacked Epple in order to get help 
with 11 $17,11110 (("fieiL 

Story ('ould nol he reached for 
1'f1mn;ent tlho1lt Ohanesian's 
rlRim!'l. 

"1 mn toftny writillg the Los 
l\ l1~f'I"s COllllt)' Dif!trict AUor
n('y'::; office :md Ihe Fair Polltirnl 
Pra('tif'f's {'(ll11mis!-!ioll" to requl":rt 
3n illv('nti~lllion, !'Iai<i Ohanesian. 

Ohanesi:ll1 said IhAt Story had 
mel with him lam TllesdtlY about 
wHhrlrawlng from the' tace and 
"mentioned hIs $17,000 campaign 
deficit," !'lAir! Ohanl'sintl," r 

"I Mvi!'lf'd him thAt it was not 
approprillte to dlscu~ hJ~'! en
dorsement or me at the C 'hme 
UrnI' he wanted to' discuss: my 
helping retire hi!'J debt," laid 
Ohanesian. "I belleye at' that 
time, Marshall wall unaware he 
may have been committing! an 
Illegal act of attempting to sell his 
endorsement to have a campaign 
debt paid," " \ . 

Later IMt week, Story ttbveled 
to Sacramento to meet ''fVith 
Arown and shortly after that he 
atlno\Inced the withdrawal, said 
Ohanesian. '.' ~ .. 

"In as much as, Epple and 
Brown are members of ttJe state 
bar, I'm also. writing to ihestate 
bar. and asking them to Investi
gnte whether or not, two of their 
members entpred into an illegal 
conspiracy." said OhaneSian, ' 

"Marshall, I'm sorry you have 
put your purse before your prjnc#~ 
pIes, 'f OhanesiBn said to Storr. ' 

Story also was accooed of seU-

TIle candidate. whooe name will 
renmin on the baUot, said be 
decided to endorse Epple at'ter 
Thu~ay'8 attempt by Republi
ellns rmd the "Gang of Five lt to 
OllS~ Spea.ker .W~lIie Brown, 

,Ing out by Mila Corral.8,member 
of MA FA and a leglBlat1ve. aide 
{or State Sen, Joseph Montoya, 0.. 



The Sacramento 
Bee 

BrOWI1'$ allies lobbyil19 LA prilnary 
Flepor lnd lr yin~1 to lIlWf'H , pnliorserllellt of 'Gany of 5' friend 
n~' 111'1 hf'11 A, ~:Hn"lf' 
It,.." '·:1rU--1 nt"~ t·:tu 

I "I' A"--,'mlth' 1"'1111"" 'II", :'1,,':11 
, I'nll,\' 1":11 fill Ihal :1 , :\f,.!idalt' 1"1' I, 
",I hy 1"1,,'1 i\':""'lIlh'r 1'1'111'11'1 :\Is 
1'11111,1 I"ill 111""'<: 1" illl:ll r ,,1"""'"1, 
11:.\'1' 1'1""<:'" ".1 ,H'Ii,'" .. Hi,,,, P.I ""I''' 
in " • ., Anw'lr': III rllll.""" anO'hf'1 
f':,n,fj,I:,'" ill all A <:<:1'111 111.\' 1:\"1' 
IIIf'I!' . 

Arrlll ";UI'! I .. "ffida'<: nf ~hl' 1',,11 .. 1' 
grol1l'C:. A<:<;"lIIhly Sl'rnkrr Willlf' 
Ihm\'" ;1\1.1 his '01' Iirllll'lInlll<: hn\'" 
"1:1,11' it dl':lr 'ha' IInl, FIII'II'. 1I 11111" 

walk lawyrl, Is 1I1,·it d!Ukl' fOI II", 
Prrfln,·/ aliI' I1Ulllln:lllo" In Ihl" R:ln' 
A<;Sl'l1Ihl~ 1)'<:11 , .... 

RIII\\'11 !'in" 110' !'ffid:.l1 ... 1'1\1101'<:1',1 
:\IIy f"<m,Ij,la'" ill Ihlll r:t .. ~ 

II\(' <:1:lllf'" :1\ I' hir.h f"l 1\'~"lIIh'" 
""lIl1lCl n'<: ill II'" ":lIl1rnlr." 'n .... liIi. 
Irllg'" R"llIIhlkall ill"lIl\1hl'lIl A<:'-:I'III 
hlYlllnll \\'n,\'1I1" I ;rl.:;hnlll (If Norwa'k 
ill N(l\"f~tnhrr. • 

Frrll"s "Irong"',,' rOlllpr'"ioll In 
11,1' ,hlOl" plilllary I" Pl'le Ohrtll(,>S'ru.I, 
ownl"r flf a (lowllry ,tired limit rit III. 
Ohallf'.:;ian 1<: n IOllglillle frietHl or A<:· 
"l'lIIh'yntnn Chnrlr<; Caltl('roll of 
\\'hillirr, IIIIf' flf Ihl' di,,<;I"elll Demo· 
na'<:. rhlllhl'd 'h(' "U:H1g of 1'11'<'," 
\\1111 h:1\'r <:fllil wllh Ihe 1r<:1 of Ihr 
"rlll'If'rallr r:lll('ll<:, 

Ihe (;:1og of Flvr 11:1<: ball!ll''' wilh 
Rrpllhll('nl1~ III rr('rlll wrrk<: 10 
fnrr(' ~I',.rl al C,,"hllVNSIIlI I<:::;ur~ '0 
Ih(' """I'llIhly fluor for voi~c:, lodllll· 
Ing n 1IIf':1':;IIrf' la<:1 wrek ihnl wOIII,! 
nflnw w'rl'larrillg of <:1I<:perlf'tI drllg 
IIN11f'1<:, 

"I Ihlllk 11'<: rens!lnnhly ('Irnr Ihal 
rv('ryone wOHleI hf' rl)lI(f'rnf'cI Ihat 
the i>rmnnnlfc rlOmltH'r 1101 jnin 
with Iltp Rf'll!I"lkan~ In roncer!Ctl 
activity: <:n'" 1\<;<:(' rnhl.v man Ph IlIip 
I<:rllhrrg, Il Sarralllrnlo, ,-Itairlllan 
flf Ihr A"""lIIh'y I>f'lIIo('mfle ('mil' 
Imlr.n COlllllllllr('. 

Onl' org:1nlmllon Ihal wac: slrnngly 
III p.I''' hy Rrllwn allll'<; ,,, <:lIppllll 
"pplr wn<: 1111" A<:<:ol'l:1l1ol1 for Loo:: 
"I'P-I''''<: "1'1'"1., !>hrrlff<:, n l:1hor 
111111111 'h:11 r('pr('<;""',:; 11101(' 'hnll 
(fHUl ., ...... ",.f.· ... l,,,.,.,t.,,,,, 

r 1··,,,1 .. ,,,: .. f Ih.· 1\· .. ·.·"".I\' .-1 .. ,,' 

rtc fhf~ '·,u·;,I~"l I"bltf'-" "ct ,\' inh"Ic-;'f'I.\ 

'.11 I ... h',ff .. f 1'1'1'1"." "'S PH"";"". 
1·'··r:i.I··~,1 .. f IIII' r.1 'IIII'. ~:\i.1 '" :I lI'Ir" 
l·hfl,H' 1"1"1 "',''.\', III' \\'1111"'"111 I"rll' 
lify I', "" ,1i"'It(' '(lhhylllp., 

I!nhhill<: <::1,,1 IIH'II' II'rrr "a h:\II'" 
fill" !If 11'11'1'1\11111' r:1l1~ frllm 10Jl 
'110\\'11 IIrllll'lInn'<: who I'lIshl',1 fm 
nIl "11,1 •• , <:1'11\('111 .. f FlIl'lp :1<: 1:11f' :1<: 
I·.· ... h""I<: III IIII' ,,, Ihr <;Inll IIf nll\llj, 

.1:.1·' illll'l df'\\'<: Ap. it ~. '1111' gll1l1P'C: 
,,," ,·Hid"l" ,11',1",·,11" 1"1"01"" Olin 
'If'~:i;'f\ 1I,f' 1If''(lf':1\'. 

"1'111 !:lIlr Ihr~' ~I'I(, rlolng II al IIII' 
dlrf'dl .. " Ilf fill' ~f"":tkt'r hrcnll<:f' ('\" 
1'1 ynllt' kllf\~ Ihnt 'he <:r('nkrr ha<: 
tnh'w" l111h Ellpll'.- R(lhhlns ~rrld, 

'J or A~~l'lI1hly P(,lI1o('ral.:; \\'Ne 

allJ;1 \' Illal Ohanl'slnn wne; sl'll'('lr,l. 
Hnhhil''-: <:al,1. Ihf'y 111('11 h('gan In 
<;I'rk rlltlol<;ell1('nl~ of III her pllllrr 
groupo:: '" rllllll'rr Ihl' 'Irplllle<;' dl','I· 
C:\OIl, Itr ,'(lllll'n,I",II, 

!>harnn 1.:1win, l')(c(,lIl1vc dlrpclor 
flf 'he toe; Angr'''<: Counly Prufre;, 
<;lol1nl Pr:1"(, Olflrl'r<: A~sflclnli()n, 
<:al.1 lI!'r ~rollfl'S lollbylsl wa!" ap· 
pronrlt(,rl rf'f'enlly hy O(,11Inrmlh
"s~f:!lIIhly members !;eeklnR nn {,II, 

do~e",rlll ror Errl!'. 
Lawl"'s gr(lup. howe\'er. hm: al· 

rl'ncly {,lIrlMSed (;rlshlllll nllll "ltr 
sn'd II 1<: ullllkely Ihat n seconll rn, 
rim ,,1'1111'111 will hI' lIIarle, 

Eprlr <::1ld he was <;lIrc <:0011' ')('11\. 

oemllr M:<;f'rnhly mrllllwrs 'nlk!',II" 
poll('f' gro\lfl~ on h's behalf, fldd'"g, 
"I Ihlnk whnl YOII'II flnrl 1<: Lf's Roh
!lIne: ,<: flressurlng lhem not 10" en· 
dmse Epple. 

I?"h"h.~ <::11.1 hI' :l~I'r" "lh"l 1111' 
1;'-" 1':'111'1'<; , .. sin\' (1"1 "f Ihl' I :IeI' IIf' 
,1111<:" Inw I'l1fOrrl'lIIl'lI1 111 II", lilli' 
'1\<:111rl is pflll'i,I",' filii)' fly Ihe 1.0<: 
A'lgrll'!' ('''HIl'Y !;herlff~ [)rparltTlrnl 
nnrllhl' Downpy Police O!'pnrlmeol, 
Thr grOllp r('prl'c:rnllng Downey of
fkl'f!l ha" 1I0! f'nl'o~ell 1'1 call1ll'':1'e. 

Pohhill<: was 10 he n r:1n"ldall' In 
Ihl' ~11h A<:<:rlllhly DI"Irlrl hili "!lI,I 
h .. droppNI 0111 !lUrr Brown 10"1 hlll1 
'hal \VII'anl MUrI:lY WIIU'" he Ihe 
<:111('11<: rholt'p, R .. hhlo<: s:1I,1 hi" 
p.rollp'" enl'''' C:l'nt I' II I of OIHlnr<:ian 
wac: nlll ,'onr in rrlrrllalion, 
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Serving: Norwalk, Downey, Bellflower. Paramount, Cerritos. Anesia and Lakewood 

Thursday, Aprilll, 1988 

Brown's shadow 
falls on the 63rd 

By Jay Johnson' 
NM'Wai1: cily £iiJar 

Bob Epple has madeahabitof 
Stating he does not have the sup

, port of Assembly Speaker Willie 
. Brown and the Democratic lead

ership as be has campaigned for 
the right to be the Democratic 
standard-bearer in the race for the 
Assembly seat in the 63rd Dis
trict 

It's a habit Epple may have to 
break. 

The News Tribune has 
. learned Assemblyman Richard 
. Katz, D-39th, will be tUping an 

eye on Epple as he works to defeat 
.. Peter Ohanesian and Marshall 

Story in the June 7 primary race. 
What sparked Katz' interest? 
Katz was assigned to the race 

by Assemblyman Phil Isenberg, 
D-lOth, who is the chairman of 
the Assembly Democratic Cau
cus Campaign Committee the 
Democratic leadership's IX'wer
ful campaign arm. 

Katz downplayed the signifi
cance of what he would be doing 
stating he would only be watch
ing the Epple campaign. 

When ac;ked if that role 
could possibly entail a little 
more than watching, Katz 
responded: 

"Advice if they ask for it. 
It depends on what the Epple 
campaign wants from me." 

JOe assignment is a 
"fairly routine thing" done 
by the Assembly Democrats, 
according to Katz. 

uThe Epple campaign is 
going to be run by Paul Car

. penter and the people in the 
; 63rd Assembly District I'm 
just going to be watching it 
and giving advice as iL's 
ac;ked for," Katz said. 

For Ohanesian and Story, 
Katz involvement in the 
Epple campaign only con
firms what they have 
claimed all along - that 
Brown and the Democratic 
leadership in the Assembly 
already have chosen who 
they want to represent the 
party in the battle to wrest 
control of the seat from the 
Republicans in November. 

"I've been told Katz has 
been in Epple's campaign 
since prior to the Democratic 
&tate convention (in March), 
but they're going to try to 

llay an arm's length away 

from it if possible," Story. 
said. 

Story has alleged Brown 
had a role in Epple's decision 
to enter the race; a charge 
Brown's staff has repeatedly 
denied in the pasl 

Something they continue 
to do. 

"It'sanAssemblyDemo
cratic Caucus decision. It's 
not just Willie Brown giving 
orders," commented Susan 
Jetton, Brown's press secre
tary. 

"You can fool the avcr
age person, but when you 
deal in politics on the level 
that I've dealt with for the 
last 10m 15 years, you can't 
fool me. Ilcnow what they do, 
how they do it and their 
methods. 

"A lot of this stuff there's 
no way of proving," Story 

. ..said. 
"I believed all along that 

(Assembly Speaker) Willie 
Brown and his lieutenants. 
I. 

end (Assemblyman) Richard 
Katz is a lieutenant of Willie 
Brown, would ~ involved in 
Ute Epple campaign. This 
dearly demonstrates Willie 
Brown is supporting Bob 
Epple," Ohanesian com
mented. 



Ohanesian has been BC- In Carpemer's opinion, ~Wayrie Grisham. can see fit to help Marshall 
cused repeatedly by S lOry of the decision by Isenberg wasSpeeifically, it has been (Story) in 8 volunteer capac
being the candidate of the .done to further his efforts to alleged Michael Duffy, an ityorotherwise,l know that 
"Gang of Five," comprising advance upward and not on .administrative aide for Mon- I'd be willing to go out and 
assemblymen Charles the behalf of Brown. toya, has Laken • Jeave of waLle precincts for 
Calderon, D-59th, Rusty ,"Brown's on the way out lIbsence to work: on the Story Marshall," Duffy said. 
Areias, D-25th, Gary Condil, My guess is that Isenberg is campaign. "I wish be (Duffy) was 
D-27th,Jerry Eaves, D-66th, worlcing on behalf of lsen- Duffy denied the charge. with my campaign. He could , -
and Steve Peace, D-8th, that berg," Carpenter 8aid. -rhat's not accumte at help me raise some funds," 
have been challenging The only reason Brown all," Duffy said. Story said. 
Brown'$. authority. Ohane- has retained the speaker's Askedifsuchamovewas DuffydescnbesBrown's 
sian has denied those allega- post is because Assembly- under: consideration at one -rolt: in Epple's campaign as 
tions but admits to being B man Pat Nolan, R-41st. who time, Duffy responded: -an "outrage." 
long -time friend of CAlderon leads the Republ iean Assem- ''I'm not going to gel into "People are tired of back -
and having his support in the bly Caucus, wants to use him .8 position where I'm com - 100m politics," Duffy said. 
race. as a tool through which to peting with the Office of ' Carpenter said he would 

What did Epple have to raise funds for the Republi- Majority Services in Sacra- not be smprised to see Mon-
• say .Qaut !he information cans, Carpenter claims. mento. . toya backing Story in the 

concerning Katz? Carpenter characterized MAny observer of that primary. 
The News'Tribune's in- the allegations of Brown', campaign would know WH- .... 1 have the impression 

quiries were referred to Paul role in the race as business as lie Brown is running an effort my good friend Joe (Mon
Carpenter, a member of the . usual. out or Sacmmento," Duffy toys) doesn't like Willie 
state Board of Equalization "They seem to fly off said. (Brown) too much. They've 
and former state senator in those guys like rainwater off Duffy admits his sympa- been at cross purposes," 
the 33rd Dist, who is acting· a ducl. thies lie with Story. Carpenter Commented. 
115 Epple's campaign man- "Anytimecandidatesend "If there's any way we 
ager and spokesman. up discussing other c~dj-

"We're lucky to have dates it vindicates tome they 
him (Katz)," Carpenter said. are intellectually bankrupt," 

Katz could be a valuable Carpenter said. 
asset because of his expenise A rumor has been cireu
in the area of transportation lating that Story has been 
(Katz serves as the chairman gelting help from state Sen. 
of the Assembly's Transpor- Joe Montoya, D-26th. in his 
tauon Committee). which is effort to be the Democratic 
8 key issue in the district. challenger for the seat cur
according to Carpenter. renLly held by Republican 



U06 Augele6 O1imcs 
Candidatcs BlastWiUie Brown for 

Elldorsclllcllt I~ole 
~A('IlI\Mr:',nu- '("IV" Prlllll 

rrnll~ rnl1fll":tI"~ III Ihr I);h II I\~ 
IIrlnhly "'~It Id h:wr I'lIIlr~l~tll hI' 
.. lAIr IIrlllort:1tk I'ntly'l'! rlullI1!:{' 
Inrlll or 0111" or IIlrlr o['pollrlll!! III 
the .111111' 71'111IInry, 

MIUl!h:t1l Sloty of ern 11011 IlIul 
r{'(/"r (III:1111"1IInll or llow"rv !'::1/'lhr 
"Inle ,,:11 I y'" ('111101 lI('ml'" ( of In" 
ftt F.J'plr. of CruitOl'! I"nt wrrkrlll! 
WII9 4'''~I''fer('d by A!tltl"JllbJy 
Spl"nkt'r WUlff! I •. nrown of 81111 
f'r ,,"rl!l('o thtoUR" II '''~t-'"lulltf'' 
chnll~" III JH'Itty tllll"!t., 

Tltr "i~plllf' "':1rk!! thr op(',,'rlg 
toom) III thl" pI "nnty fOf I hI" !':(':1t 
II0IV Jlrlrl I,y "!!~rlll"'.vlllnll Wn.vllr 
Grl'lhalll (II· Nnrw:tlk J. who r:lcr~ 

-8 (l( Il' pI 1111:11 y cItAllr"R'" Tltr fil," 
IJllltllrt l"rllII":" Cl"rrl(of!. DowIII"Y. 
NorwAlk. JI"w:lIlall (::mlc,,". Arte
SiA 1'111,1 SAII(A re SprlllR!!. 

ItrlulillB rtom A ptl"pAI(',1 lIllll4'
mrllt a( A Norwalk pr(,!l!l cOllfer
ence Monday, Oh""l'lIllIll !lAid:. 
"Wllllc ntOWI! packed our A!!!!('In
hly Dls(rlrt C~tlCWI Artrr lotclng a 
IRllt· ml""tr rul!'s challse U'llt .. , 
Allowrd proplr who dld,,'t f!Vl''' 
"v!' III ',os AURrlr!! Coullty to flick 
proxlr!'! wlto live I" our COlllltllllll
ty-t'l!l IOllR :'lI Ih('y werc COll1l11lt
trd (0 hi!! handpicked cl111dldate. 
Doh F:rpll!." ' 

Annutlon. ".nl.d 
Oh:.nf'~I:'II nml Story AI!!o !!:.Id 

1I,,~y ummTMsfuily hntl ROIIRltt (0 

h"vt' th!' p=1tly fefraln from lnkllllf 
It rOll1tloll III lh!'lr cOlllr!!t. A fOlltth 
cluulhlnlr III tlte race 19 IlIll11hrrto 
Luj:1" of Norwalk. ' 

UNIII Tipps, " r.:poker.:lllnit 'or 
nrOWII, rll'IIlrd th(' II.":!lf"rtlom:, !:ay 
111~ Omwl1 did lIo1l1sk thr rwty to 
ch:tIlRr Ihr rtlle~, "Th('!!1' gllY!! hl'l\l(' 
brrll h(,:tUlllf on Willie IIrown. It 
IU'('IWI thaI's thr only II'!lue they can 
thlllk of In Ih(' campaign. 

"WIt:.1 Mr, Ohal1('sl:tn IHld Mr, 
Story arc cOrllplalnlng about III thal 

III1'Y IlIdllt h!1Vf' Ihf' Vlltl'!: ... , It 
IltIllwl!llIkr !lOIn RI!1I'{'!'Ilo 1111'." 

I<!I'I",. ~!1111 IlrowII hnd IIlI ,oll' III 
1111' 1'1111111 ~{'IIIf'IIt. "I ff'rI (Oltnllr
r.i:111 nlld ~"'r J I Rrf! bMIIR po<!r 
I(}~rl !I," F."pl,. ~:thl. 

I,n!ll 11111111" nil "l'p!'lInlr ('mlrt 
rll'nlrll th" wny for Ih(' lJl"lIIlIcrntic 
I'll! Iy 10 9\1"I'0r( 11"~1!lIALI V" 1:11I1dl

,i:1IC!l'rllr tltf' rh nl 11111(', U(,l1Iocrnts 
I1Iml" I It" ('111101 !':l"llIf'IIt!l In!'l( wf'ck
('lid nt f hrlt Rnnunl convellUOII ht 
I'/tltll ~I'r hl(f!'l. 

Thr Itnpl1{'t 1111 lhe CAlllrnlp.1I I, 
IIIIr1C:1r, hut Ihr JI:lrly Aclloll will 
rlmbl" r:1IIIIhlntr:<l til p"hllrl1,r tlte 
rlHlor~rlllrllt. rrl'rlv(, hrlp RIUl p!''''; 
"'ltly IIIIIII".V rrolll Ih(' \'lArty nlld, 
1II!1!lt hllpnrl nl1l, W;f' n cltrlll'N blll~ 
"'nllh1l( rAte Avallnhle to t'olltlcttl 
flAt tll'/!. , ;.. 

flurl 0' 1"_p"1~ 
A t tit,. pU'SlI hrleUIIR. Rlory co,"~ 

rllllne,1 tlmt becnulle 01 thl!! advall
tllg~ he will "hav~ to rnls(' thr~e 
Hlllr!! All "lIIch mOIll'Y" all F,ppfe ':Ib 
WII tltf' MlnC lev~1 of II rae!!," '. 

At tltr co"v~"tlon, cnlltlldate, 
w('te r.IIlItJtll~d by A!I!!embly dill: . 
tr let c:wru!:e!! ftltl'nded hy pntly 
orrkl"lll. At lhe Itr:ut 01 the dl~put~ 
nl" p:n(y rule!! 011 whether pt'0t'I~ 
Rlv('11 A ptollY hy II deleRate mUllt 
vote hI ("l"lt'own district tallC!!JII or 
I" tltr rAllrll!! or the delegate ~,~ , 
provided Iltr prolt'Y. . ' 

rtlcklfl SA IIII'II , co-chait 01 the 
('tf"lleliUnl!l rOlflmlUe(', said het 
ootnmIU('(' hftd IlttUllny df'termlMd 
Ulld A J'lf'ltfOlt hnd to .ote In lhl! 
tUlrttfd 01 the delt'Rltle who ,an 
Utt'm the ptoJty, Out Ift~r hutch 
wrlllgllng .nrl two fote •• ihe ,.'d, 
thfl rornrulUf'f revtr8ed Il!leJI oM 
SnUJtdlty ANd cf('clded thltt the 
I1toxy flIwd vole In the dilltrlcl In 
willth Itr.llvr~, 

RRllt('1I5ald thnt III til(' ttlulltlonnl 
way 111 which the party flu handled 

rrotl(lll. "It' .. IIot lIew. It'" nlw;1Y" 
brctl dotH" th'lI WRY," SOlllrll 'mit!. 

'fhe 6:Jrrf A"lINllhly Vltdrkl rail· 
CII" votf'rf for F.ppir. lO-IO, jll~t 
.. hoye the 60% required to trc~lvc 
th~ porty nod. Aftrt the CRUCII~ 
vO(", lh~ rull convention ratlflcd 
thi I.!IIdorllement, Santellaald. 

(:lIltdldateJII Ollal1(,lIl:m 1'1,,1 StOt.v 
IUII~ IILK 01 F.ppl(,'fII votes wrre caql 
by '!It'le8ntefil who live III th!' fi:tnl 
'JI8trlcl but who were' "\'en I"roxl"" 
by!dl'leptH who live outside the 
dl,,(tlcl. One of tbo!fe WAlt acthlR 
St'\fe Tre .. "uter Elizabeth Whlt
n(>~, who .cknowl("dg~ Ulit IIltr 
Bn~ her prox, to Michael Gal":Io, 
Dr;W"" chte' 01 IItlff, 'ot him to 
paflll Oh to lhf' ~I~ tll"'fl"1Iftl. 

'~JaUtto;('a"r'{( Alllt A!!ked fnt tltf' 
(lntxy," Whltn('y laid. "People uo 
lh'l( nil the time." 

Although Otown hM. publldy 
..hl~d away ltoln t'tJdorl!IIIg II caw.li, 
da~ In the G3td Uilltrh:t. most 
mtoinbeu or hili AS!ll'mbly Vt!tnO' 
erath: CRUCUS support Eppll'. 
Amollg the telJllOlI!l they prlva(ely 
clt~ for helping Eppl~ ,Is that Oha
"r!lllm hi A longtime frl~lId of 
AII!I~tnhlyma" Charles Calderon 
(D-Alhambrd, olle or five dll!!!I
Ilrlll l)mnoeraUJ who have chal
lenged Brown'sleaderl!hlp. 

In the helfthhorlllg Mth Al!!I('tn
hly lJlstrlct. fOfmer A~!!t'tnblymnl1 
I,ron nalph or 1'lUtunotJnt captured 
th~ flarty ~ndottlement over Wil
lard Mu·rra,v. In Aide to nep. Mer
vyn 0fln,,"y (tJ-Compton). Th~y 
Rtl' battlhlg ror th~ right to Op(lOl!t' 

AlI8emblyml.ln "aul E. Zeltner 
Ot-f .. Rkewood) In the heavily 
lJrmoetlltlc distriCt. which cover!! 
Bellflower, Compton, Lakewood, 
t'ltrlmoulIl lind pa tU 01 LONg 
Orlich, East Compton and Willow
brook, 

nit/ph de!!cribed \he endorse
ment M "II IItrorig Indication that I 
hAYe Ifuppottlrom people through
out the dl!ttrlct. But Murray dlll
coulltf!d the· slBnlflclnce 01 the 
\'otr, ~:lylllg hI! dotl not "thin It It 
will mRrkNfly IIUecl the outcoml! 0' 
Ih,. 1111,,, 7 "1,,,.lInM " 
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63rd Assembly District (~%-0 3/~/'8g> 
Epple's endorsement under fire 

By MIKE SPRAGUE 
Staff writer Related story Page A2 

"Willie Brown didn't do a 
thing," said Epple. "This was 
organized by myself and my wife. Robert David Epple of Nor

walk, a Cerritos Colle~e trustee, 
has received the endorsment of 
the state Democratic Party for 
the nomination in the 63rd Assem
bly District. 

gineered a last minute rules 
change allowing people who do 
not Jive in Los Angeles County to 
pick proxies to vote in the district 
caucus. 

"The fact I've been working 
with my party and on the rules 
conunittee lets me know how to 
ask people to vote for me. What 
they're complaining about is they 
didn't read the rules." Two of his opponenl" in a Mon

day press conference accused 
Speaker Willie Brown of packing 
the district caucus to obtain the 
endorsement for Epple. 

Epple received the endorsement 
on a 16-11 vote over the weekend 
at the state convention in Palm 
Springs. 

"All this was done at the direc
tion of Willie Brown's highest 
assistants," said Ohanesian. ..It 
seems that Willie Brown, who has 
been meddling in our affairs for 
at least four years is at it again. 

"They sound like sore losers (to 
me)," said Susan Jetton, press 
secretary-for Brown. 

The endorsement by the party 
will allow Epple to send mail out 
at the party's cheaper rate. 

Candidates Marshall H. Story of 
Cerritos and Peter Ohanesian of 
Downey said that Brown har) el1-

"It's shocking to us that Willie 
Brown who believes that free 
elections should be held in South 
Africa and Nicaragua, is opposed 
to them here in the 63rd Assembly 
District.' , 

Rickie Sentall, co-<:hairrnan of 
the Credentials Committee, de
nied there was a rules change at 

Please see EPPLE I A2 

EPPLE 
From A1 
the convention only an inter-
pretation of how proxies vote. 

A proxy represents a delegate 
to the convention. 

"The rule has alwavs been -
the proxy votes where the proxy 
lives" - said S('ntall, a resident 
of West Covina. 

However, there was confusion 
over the rules, causing the Cre
dentials Committee on Friday to 
vote that the proxy should vote in 
the delegate's district, according 
to Sentall. That "is absolutely 
wrong." 

The rule was changed on Satur
day, causing results in about 15 
district", including the 63rd, to be 
altered, she said. 

Before the proxies were allowed 
to vote, the caucus had voted 11-
10, to not endorse anyone ~aid 
Story. . . -

A 60 percent majority was need
ed to obtain the endorsement. 

The additional six proxies that 
were later allowed to vote all 
went for Epple, said Story. 

Epple said that there were actu-

ally only two proxies representing 
individuals from outside the dis
trict. "All of the others were 
within the district," he added. 

"Every candidate other than 
Epple said, 'Let the people 
speak,' " said Story. "Why not let 
the people choose it (the Demo
cratic nomination)." 

"I'm very disappointed that 
Marshall and Peter would be such 
poor losers," said Epple. 

Ohanesian noted that the re
gional pre-endorsing conterence 
had voted for an open primary 
with no endorsment. 

Harvey Englander, campaign 
consultant for Ohanesian, com
pared the procedure to having 
someone in San Francisco "vote 
for Jim Van Horn for mayor of 
Artesia." 

"They know not of what they 
speak," said Sentall, who noted 
that she has endorsed Story. 
Proxies must vote in their own 
district, because otherwise indi
viduals would be voting in areas 
they are unfamiliar with, she 
added. 

All elected state officials get to 
appoint a certain number of dele
gates from any district they wish. 
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CONTACTS: na Huniu 
(213) 861-2585 
Jim Van Horn 
(213) 924-0745 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AGAIN 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF PETE OHANESIAN'S AND MARSHALL 
STORY'S COMMENTS: 

On the day before yesterday, Willie Brown told the Democrats 
of the 63rd Assembly District once again that he doesn't care 
about our views. 

At the Democratic State Convention, Willie Brown packed our 
Assembly District Caucus after forcing a last minute rules 
change that, for the first time ever, allowed people who didn't even 
live in Los Angeles County to pick proxies who live in our comm
unity -- as long as they"were committed to his hand-picked cand te 
Bob Epple. 

This actioq overturned our local district's regional pre-endorsing 
conference action; which called a free and open primary 
campaign -- with no endorsement of any candidate by the Democratic 
Party in the primary . 

All this was done at the direction of Willie Brown's highest 
assistants: Mike Galizio, Dean Tipps, Jim Wisely, Bill Cavalla and 
Tom Carroll. 

It seems that Willie Brown, who has been meddling in our affairs 
for at least four years is at it again. Some might even say, 
Here He Goes Again. 

It's shocking to us that Willie Brown, who believes that free 
elections should be held in South Africa and Nicaragua, is 
opposed to them here in the 63rd Assembly District. 

We stand united h re today to declare that the 6emocrats of our 
community reject Willie Brown and will reject his hand-picked 
alter ego Bob Epple. 

~"Je reject their Tammany Hall/Mayor Daly brand of cronyism 

We reject their policy positions which are out of touch with the 
Democrats in our district --

r(' ect t itics of, by and [or the pecial interests. 

Democra who lived and worked in thi ty, 
we will not tolerate Willie Brown meddling in our affairs anymore. 
Th Willie Brown - Bob Epple alliance will be defeated. 
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Opinions are mixed 
\ 

on caucus results 
By Jay Jobnson 
NonwIl/l: Cil'; EdiJa 

The candidates vying for the 
Democratic nomination in the 
63rd DisL Assemblyrace may not 
have been able to muster enough 
votes to get an endorsement at the 
Region 12 Pre-Primary Endorse
ment Caucus, but they were able 
to muster some comments after 
the meeting that should help fuel 
their campaign fIres. 

The candidates, because they 
aren't incumbents. needed back
ing by 60 percent taking part to 

get an endorsement at the cau~us 
meeting last Sunday. When it was 
all said and done, Marshall Story 
had five votes followed by Bob 
Epple with four, Alex Morales 
and Peter Ohanesian with two and 
two voting for no endorsement 

"I had a majority of the 
votes," said Marshall. who claims 
the vote shows he is the front
runner in the race. 

Epple doesn't seem to agree 
with that view. In fact. he claims 
there will only be two candidates 

please see page n 
-c::::. 



Thursday, February 25, 1988 

Caucus 
continued from page 1 
in the race by Jum' ~ he and 
OhaneSlaJL 

"I n.".ally don' t believe it 
will be the same people at the 
(~nJ To tell y()U the truth, I 
think that by June 7 it will be 
a two person race, and it will 
be, basIcally, myself and 
Deter. 

"I will wm a clear 
said. 

"You ask hIm what 
h~ 's been smokll1~. I have no 
intention of droppmg out of 
the race." S tory responded. 

Story doe~ admit he is 
r-eing pressured by Assem-

leaders in Sacramento to 
Jrop out and charged earlier 
Dressure was applied to get 
hI'"' consultant Harvey Eng
lander to back ouL However, 
thal W;1, denied b:-

are trytng every
thing the can to force me out 
of the race. I'm tired of the 
63rd being the battleground. 
I'm in the race to Stay," Story 
said. 

Although Story got the 
majority of the vote~ at the 
caucus, Epple claims he 
came out the winner, and the 
caucus vote is not indicative 
of what will happen on June 
I. 

"It was a victory because 
felt I was going in at a 

disadvantage because I had 
started late in my campaign," 
Epple said. 

The representatives of 
the committee, county com
mittee and clubs are not a 
true reflection of the 
cqmmunity, thus the close 
vote at the caucus is not in
dicative of how the election 
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News Tribune 

will turn out, according to sian said. 
Epple. Ohanesian was not 

"J don't think that (the counting on the endorsement 
caucus vote) will have any to bolster his effort. 
relationship to what the ulti- "My campaign strength 
mate campaign results will will come from the fact I've 
be," Epple said. got a lot of local people who 

Although he discounts are elected officials who are 
Story, Epple says Ohanesian committed to my effon," 
will give him a race. Ohanesian said. 

"Peter (Ohanesian) will The fact he plans to 
have a solid showing. but I'll campaign door-to-door to 
win by a clear majonty," bring his message directly to 
Epple said. the voters will set him apart 

Epple's comments arc from the others vying to take 
"presumptuous" at this point on the winner in the Republi
in the race, according to can primary, either incum
Ohanesian. bent Assemblyman Wayne 

Because the candidates Grisham or challenger Dale 
all have their core of suppon- Hardeman. 
ers, Ohanesian was not sur- Having raised over 
prised by the results of the $60,000, Ohanesian said he 
caucus. has demonstrated he can 

"It's kind of the way J raise the funds necessary to 
expected it to go:' Ohanc- make he a viable candidate. 

Page 11 

"I have commitments for bus hall, 12138 E. Front 
that (amount)," Epple said. Street. Norwalk. 

Bccause of the level of "The money's startmg to 
competition. Epple, who look better," Story 
would like to conserve Green doesn't seem keen 
money for the general, com- on entering the for the 
mented it would probably Assembly seat calluoning 
take about $100,000 to win that his appearance at the 
the primary. reception for Story should 

Story is making an effon nOt be construed as an en
to raise funds and has schOO- dorsemenL 
uled a fund-raiser that will 
feature state Sen. Cecil 
Green, D-33rd, and' Assem
blyman Richard Polanco. D-
55th, from 6 to 10 p.m. Fri

., want it vcn very 
:;Iear. I'm not 
lnybody in the 
-ace in the 63rd and also the 

day at the Knights of Col urn- 54th," Green said. 
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Demo slugfest continues in 63rd 
8y Ja, Jnhnson 

The Democralic candi· 
(fales vying for a .shOI 31 

ending the Republican's 
hold on the A$.<;embly Se;J1 in 

• 

the 61rd Di<;trict weH"n'l 
lacking for rr-R.<;ofls W lake 
~ho(S :U nne another I)("fnre 
the <;Iale party ,:nllvcnlion 
/:is I weekend ill Palm Springs .. , 

gave them yel another oPI'O(' 
IIInily. 

Would the three lila jor 

carulidalCs ~faJsh:l" %IIY, 
Petrr Ohanesian and Boh 
Epple pass lip slIch a gol,len 
opportlluity'l Not on your 
life. 

Epple came away the 
willller al the cOllvention 
garnering tIle endorsement 

of the district caucus thaI 
eluded him al the feb. 21 pre
primary endorsemellt cau

CIIS. 

With Ihe endorsement as 
a jUlllping olf,nr ill Ihis elsc 

Oil, poinl, Story allli (lhallc 

sian held ajoint prc~s mnlcr
ence Monday to allege Ulal 
Assembly Speaker Willie 

Drown's staff was the dliy· 

iug force behind Epple's 
endorsement 

Story lashed oul VI· 

clOusly at Brown accusmg 
him of disregarding the 
Wishes of those in me distIiCI 
in his cffort 10 gel his camii· 
dale elected, 

"We've gOI all the 

money. We'll tell you who to 
vote for:' Story said was the 
message Brown wa .. giving 

Uemocrats in the disulCL 
A change by the 

(OIiVeIlIJOn'S rules COITlIllIt· 

tee at the last minUle was the 
vehicle that enahkd Epple!n 
get Ihe VOles he !~cclkd '0 

ohlain the endorsclllcllI 
Ohancsian and Epple allq:c. 

"The la~l minute mlc.~ 

change benefitted Willie 
Brown's candidale Bob 
Epple, and Boh Epple w.iS 

please see Imge 9 
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I hursday. March 24. 19RR NewsT,9 

Democrats--~---
continued from page 3 

The Democratic candi
dates vying for a shot at 
ending the Republican' s 
hold on lhe Assembly scat in 
the 63rd District weren't 
lacking for reasons to take 
shots at one another before 
the state party convention 
last weekend in Palm Springs 
gave them yetanotheroppor
tunity. 

Would the three major 
cand idates Marshall Story, 
Peter Ohanesian and Bob 
Epple pass up such a golden 
opportunity? ,Not on YO!lf 
life. 

Epple came away the 
winner at the convention 
gam[~ring the endorsement 
of the district caucus that 
eluded him at the Feb. 21 pre
primary endorsement cau
cuc;. 

With the endorsement as 
a jumping off, or in this case 
on, point, SlOry and Ohane
s ian held a joint press confer
enee Monday to allege that 
Assembly Speaker Willie 
Brown's staff was ule driv
ing force behind Epple's 
endorsement. 

Story lashed out vi
ciously at Brown accusing 

for Brown included three 
members of the Assembly 
Democratic Caucus Cam
paign Committee's staff, 
Dean Tipps,BiU Cavallaand 
Tom Carroll, and two mem
bers of Brown's staff: Mike 
Galizio, chief of staff, arid 
Jim Wisely, political direc
tor. 

Jim Wood, chairman of 
the Rules Committee at the 
convention, had a different 
assessment of what tran
spired. The issue that arose 
was whether the delegates 
appointed by state officials 
should vote in the district in 
which that partic ular official 
lived or in the district in 
which the person holding the 
proxy lived . 

Friday night. the Rules 
Committee voted eight to six 
to require those holding 
proxies 10 vote in the district 
the elected official who ap
pointed thcm lives. One of 
the committee members 
disatisficd with that stance 
wa~ Epple. 

"As thenightworeonand 
arguments flared allover the 
place, people said. 'You 
should votc in the district in 
which you live. "'Wood said. 

enable him to get the en- U. 
dorsemenL 

"The allegations are 10- ; [).. 

tally false. It's sour grapes on pile 
their part," Epple said. 

Of the individuals who e of 
Story and Ohanesian allege \nc
Brown had aid his effort, i 
Epple did admil Wisely, who ~ of 
he described as a long-time I no 
friend, was involved. 

"Jim'uverygoodfriend i ex
of mine; be has been for a rort~ 
number of years. I asked him)wn. 
if he could get me any prox- :ane
ies. He did get me one," :tbey 
Epple said. 

Epple was aware the per- laid. 
sons named by Ohanesian re
and Story were at the con
vention and kept a close eye 
on the situation with the 63id 
District caucus. 

"llley consider this a r-
targeted district. and they're 
very interested in what oc
curred," Epple said. 

Epple is not shy about 
admitting he would welcome 
the support of the Assembly 
Democrats. He already has 
the supportof 14 of the 16 the 
assemblymen in the Los 
Angeles area. The action that 
took place last weekend he 
viewed as an opportunity to 
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Paul CarpeMw. I mem
ber of t.bo .... Board of 
Equalization aDd the fonner 
SlIUO SeIwot in the 33 rd 
Dbtrlct,. WII _ beUevcd 10 be 
backinl Ohane.llan. Not 
anymore. 

"I endOrsed Peter 
(Ohanesian). !lut r also en
donccI Mr. (Humbeno) Lu
jan. MarsbaU Story and Bob 
Epple because J dUnk aU four 
0( them ani fiDe people. I 
lh.Ink Peltr~ DIOrO use of 
t.bo endorsement than the 
olherI did. 

"In point of ract. when r 
,0 mIG voce. r will probably 
VOU! f(X' Bob Epple. " Carpe n
a said. 

Carpenter added he wilJ 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Marie Scharfenberg 
P.O. Box 99091 
San Diego, CA 92109 

Dear Ms. Scharfenberg: 

May 19, 1988 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. G-88-185 

You have written for advice concerning various actions of 
Lemon Grove Councilmember Karen O'Rourke and her husband, Mark, 
who is currently a council candidate. 

The Fair Political Commission is responsible for inter
preting and enforcing the provisions of the Political Reform 
Act.lI The Act does not contain any provisions which would 
keep a councilmember's spouse from running for a council seat. 
Therefore, we are unable to provide advice on this subject. 

The Commission's Legal Division does provide written advice 
to persons with questions about their duties under the 
Political Reform Act. (Section 83114(b).) We do not provide 

• advice to third parties about another person's duties unless 
the third party has been authorized to request advice by the 
person whose duties are in question. (Regulation 18329(b) (8) (B).) 
Therefore, we cannot provide advice on the question you have 
raised concerning Councilmember O'Rourke's participation in the 
decision involving ATM Services. However, I have referred your 
letter to our Enforcement Division for review. If you have any 
questions, that division can be reached at (916) 322-6441. 

We appreciate your interest in the Commission. If we may 
be of assistance in the future, please let me know. 

DMG:plh 
cc: Roger Brown 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

11 Government Code sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise 
indicated. Commission regulations appear at 2 California Code 
of Regulations section 18000, et seq. All references to 
regulations are to Title 2, DiVIsion 6 of the California Code. 
of Regulations. 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 9'iR04#OR07 • (Q 1 h ') ~ 77 #r:;,;,;C\ 
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May 13, 1988 

Marie Scharfenberg 
P.O. Box 99091 
San Diego, CA 

Diane Griffith 
General Counsel 

92109 

Fair Political Practice Commission 
428 J St., Suite 800 
Sacramento. CA 95804 

Dear Ms. Griffith: 

MAY 17 b bl 

Lemon Grove. CA is a small city east ,of San Diego with a population 
of 20,000. The city incorporated in 1977 and they have 5 council 
members. Council members are elected by popular vote and serve 
4 years. The next election is June 7. 1988 and two members are 
up for re-election. 

One councilwember, Karen O'Rourke, was elected in 1986 and has 
two years left for her term. Her husband. Mark, is now running 
for a <;:ouncil seat and I would like to know the legality of a 
husband and wife team on a city council. The husband's campaign 
is using the same slogan and signs as the wife's previous campaign 
and citizens think that she is running fer re-election . 

On February 16. 1988. ATM Services. owned by Clifford Clark, 
appealed a decision by the Planning Commission, which had voted to 
deny the company to operate in an area not zoned for that type 
of business. Mrs. O'Rourke was the only vote for the company. 
However, in Mark O'Rourke's March financial disclosure statment. 
Cliff Clark had donated $250 at the time of the vote. 

I am hoping that there is something that the Commission can do. or 
advise. If the Commission has no rules I hope that some will be 
written to cover this issue. 

Sincerely, 
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MARIE SCHARFBNBHRG 
(619)584-6580 (c\m 'Bential) 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Daniel H. Lowenstein 
UCLA Law School 
405 Hilgard 

June 27, 1988 

Los Angeles, California 90024 

Dear Mr. Lowenstein: 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-88-186 

You have written requesting advice on behalf of your two 
clients, Barad & Levine and Voter Guide 88 (BAD Campaigns, 
Inc.). I provided you with telephone advice prior to the 
election, and this letter will confirm that advice. 

QUESTION 

Maya slate mailer which is subject to Government Code 
Section 84305.5 satisfy the name and address and notice to 
voters requirements by including the sender's address 
information within the box containing the notice to voters? 

CONCLUSION 

The separate requirements contained in Government Code 
Section 84305.5(a) (1) and (a) (2) may not be jointly satisfied. 
The two requirements are separate and distinct and must be 
satisfied separately. The notice to voters provision must be 
strictly adhered to in order to satisfy its requirements. 

FACTS 

Each of your two clients is a slate mailer organization 
within the meaning of Government Code Section 82048.5. Each 
produces slate mailers which support four or more candidates or 
measures and receives $500 or more for doing so. 
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ANALYSIS 

The Political Reform Act (the "Act") Y requires sender 
identification on political mailings of 200 or more pieces sent 
by a candidate or a committee. (Section 84305.) Recently 
enacted amendments impose further requirements where the 
mailing is made in support of four or more candidates or 
measures and is made by an entity which is paid to produce the 
slate mailer. (Sections 82048.3, 82048.5 and 84305.5.) 

Section 84305.5 requires that slate mailers contain certain 
specified information, including the name and address of the 
slate mailer organization which is sending the slate mailer. 
The statute also requires that a specified notice to voters be 
set out in a box. Your question focuses on whether these two 
requirements can be merged and satisfied by the inclusion of 
the name and address information within the box containing the 
notice to voters. 

The legislation which enacted these prov~s~ons grew out of 
a series of hearing held by the Commission. Those hearings 
chronicled various practices involving slate mailers which were 
viewed by many as being deceptive and abusive. The legislation 
was introduced in response to these complaints and sought to 
address some of the concerns. 

In order to better identify for the recipient voter the 
true source of the slatemailer.itis now required that the 
name and address of the slate mailer organization be included 
on the outside and on at least one of the inserts of any slate 
mailer. While this is similar to the sender identification 
requirement for other political mailers (Section 84305), the 
requirement goes further by also providing that the name and 
address must be in at least 8-point roman type in a color or 
print which contrasts with the background so as to be easily 
legible. (section 84305.5(a) (1).) This requirement is more 
rigorous than that required by Section 84305. It was felt that 
it was necessary to provide voters with clearer identification 
of the sender of a slate mailer. In the past, small type and 
half-toning techniques had been employed to reduce the 
visibility of this information. This had particularly been a 
problem with slate mailers, which are often quite crowded with 
information and various colors. 

11 Government Code sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise 
indicated. Commission regulations appear at 2 California Code 
of Regulations section 18000, et seq. All references to 
regulations are to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Code 
of Regulations. 
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The legislation also included a separate and distinct 
requirement for a notice to voters to be included in the slate 
mailer. Again, there was concern that this notice not be lost 
amid the clutter of information typically found on slate 
mailers. consequently, the required notice must be set apart 
from all other printed matter and placed in a box. 
Furthermore, it must be situated at either the top or the 
bottom of the front side or surface of an insert or on the top 
or bottom of the front side or surface of a postcard or other 
self-mailer. (Section 84305.5(a) (2).) 

You have pointed out that section 84305.5(a) (3) permits the 
name and address required by subdivision (a) (1) and the notice 
to voters required by subdivision (a) (2) to appear on the same 
side or surface of an insert. You have argued that it should 
therefore be permissible to combine the two by inserting the 
address information into the notice to voters, which already 
requires inclusion of the name of the slate mailer organization. 

We cannot agree. The two requirements are separate and 
distinct. The fact that the required materials may appear on 
the same side of an insert certainly cannot be read as 
permitting them to be merged when placed on a self-mailer, 
which has no insert. Furthermore, the express requirement of 
subdivision (a) (2) that the notice to voters be placed in a 
"printed or drawn box and set apart from any other printed 
matter" quite clearly requires that nothing else be contained 
within the box. This was done to avoid dilution of the impact 
of the notice by obscuring its contents with other extraneous 
material. 

In our telephone conversation you raised a related issue 
regarding coordination of the Act's requirements with those of 
federal law.~ As I expressed to you at that time, the 
commission unsuccessfully endeavored to achieve some 
coordination at the time the legislation was moving through the 
process. We are open to ideas to coordinate state and federal 
requirements, with the ultimate goal of providing the recipient 
voter with the most useful and understandable information. We 
welcome suggestions from either you, your clients, or others 
toward that end. 

~ You also asked whether information required by federal 
law could be included in the box containing the notice to 
voters. As stated above, only the information required by 
subdivision (a) (2) may be included in the box containing the 
notice to voters. 
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I trust that this letter adequately responds to your 
request for advice. If you have questions regarding its 
contents, I may be reached at (916) 322-5901. We will forward 
copies of this letter to all entities who have filed as slate 
mailer organizations in order to assure uniform compliance with 
the provisions of section 84305.5. 

DMG:REL: Id 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

; 

by: Robert E. Leidigh 
Counsel, Legal Division 


